
Report 4.10 - Clinical Law Programme at Law Clinics
The main challenges faced by clinics during 2014

ID Law Clinic main challenges in terms of the clinical law programme

1 UKZN Law Clinic Durban 1.	It is not always possible to have a one–on-one consult between student and 
client given the large number of students.
2.	This is heightened when clients fail to turn up, therefore resulting in a simulation 
being done

2 Univen Law Clinic Lack of infrastructure and shortage of staff, facilities to accommodate students, and 
lack of interest from other colleagues to help facilitate activities.

3 Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University Law Clinic

1.	Lack of resources – computers, adequate telephone services and budgets, 
finances in general;
2.	Lack of office – and consultation spaces for all students at relevant times;  and
3.	Lack of staff – additional support- and administrative staff, as well as 
professional staff members.

4 North West University 
Community Law Centre

The number of students has been increasing every year which has made it strenous 
to run the in house live client model. Ratio of students per supervisor very high.

5 Rhodes University Law Clinic Resources: Not enough functioning PC's. No wifi, so students often have to work on 
campus.

6 UCT Law Clinic Students don’t attend lectures.  Always busy with the core courses and hampered 
by how much hours legal practice takes.
Not enough drafting built into existing curriculum.
Inviting “relevant” professionals can be problematic from an administrative point of 
view.

7 University of Johannesburg 
Law Clinic

Too many students; too few attorneys; no messenger; attoreys are expected to act 
as messengers and do all court appearances as well as attending to the students 
and clients; no sustainable funding model for the Law Clinic's running expenses.

9 North West University Law 
Clinic

Limited time that can be spent with students due the students' time tables.

10 University of Pretoria Law 
Clinic

None.

11 UWC Legal Aid Clinic Received more than 100 applications for the elective, Legal Process, however only 
60 students can enrol for the elective.

12 Wits Law Clinic Staff/student ratio

13 Legal Aid Clinic - Stellenbosch 
University

Enough hands to properly supervise students. Convincing the Law Faculty and law 
students of the importance of this subject.

15 University of Fort Hare Law 
Clinic

19 Walter Sisulu University Law 
Clinic

Shortage of staff to run the programme. Not enough literature in the library to do 
research. Lack of telephone and internet connections. No transport for outreach 
programmes.
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